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Q-Flash™ is a BIOS flash utility embedded in Flash ROM. With this utility, users only
have to stay in the BIOS menu when they want to update BIOS. Q-Flash™ allows
users to flash BIOS without any utility in DOS or Windows. Using Q-Flash™"
indicating no more fooling around with any complicated instructions and operating
system since it is in the BIOS menu.

& Please note that because updating BIOS has potential risk, please do it with
caution!! We are sorry that Gigabyte Technology Co., Ltd is not responsible for
damages of system because of incorrect manipulation of updating BIOS to avoid

any claims from end-users.

Before You Begin: Before you start updating BIOS with the Q-Flash™ utility,
please follow the steps below first.

1. Download the latest BIOS for your motherboard from Gigabyte’s website.
2. Extract the BIOS file downloaded and save the BIOS file (the one with model
name.Fxx. For example, 7VRXP.F12) to a floppy disk.

& With Q-Flash'" utility, please do not cross too many BIOS versions at one time if
your current BIOS version is rather old. For example, do not cross from F1 to
F12, but to flash from F1 to F4 and F4 to F8 and so on.

3. Reboot your PC and press Del to enter BIOS menu.
The BIOS upgrading guides below are separated into two parts.

If your motherboard has dual BIOS, please refer to Part One.
If your motherboard has single BIOS, please refer to Part Two.
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Part One: Updating BIOS with Q-Flash™ Utility on Dual BIOS
Motherboards.

Some of Gigabyte motherboards are equipped with dual BIOS. In the BIOS menu
of the motherboards supporting Q-Flash and Dual BIOS, the Q-Flash " utility and
Dual BIOS utility are combined in the same screen. This section only deals with how
to use Q-Flash " utility. For more information about the Dual BIOS utility, please refer

to here)

In the following sections, we take GA-7VRXP as the example to guide you how to

flash BIOS from an older version to the latest version. For example, from F10 to F12.

American Released: B8-23.-200;
nooatrends ARIBIOS (C)Z2BBZ Anerican Hegatrend:

=

ARD Athlonitn) Processor,133J0Hz .
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Checking NURAHN. .Update OK
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finto-Detecting Pri Ha r. . IDE Hard Disk
. .Not Detected

(C) American Megatrends Inc.,
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Entering the O-Flashm utility:

Step1: To use Q-Flash' utility, you must press Del in the boot screen to enter BIOS

menu.
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Step 2: Press F8 button on your keyboard and then Y button to enter the Q-Flash™
utility.
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Exploring the O-FlashTM/Dual BIOS utility screen

The Q-Flash™/Dual BIOS utility screen consists of the following key components.

Dual BIOS utility
title bar
3T 39
SST 398
Task menu for
Dllal BIOS “ 1 f':-'l.l.ll |4I:'
. Main Bios
utility Enahle
Dizsable
Copy Main ROM Data to Backup
Load Default Settings
Save Settings CMDS ™.
Q-Flash : Q-Flash  utility title
Load Main BIDS from Floppy
Task menu for Load Backup BIODS from Floppy
Q-FlashTM utility Save Main BIOS to Floppy

Save Backup BIOS to Floppy

Action bar

Enter:Run 11:Move ESC:Reset F10:Power Off

Task menu for Dual BIOS utility: Contains the names of eight tasks and two item
showing information about the BIOS ROM type. Blocking a task and pressing Enter

key on your keyboard to enable execution of the task.

Task menu for Q-Flash™" utility: Contains the names of four tasks. Blocking a task

and pressing Enter key on your keyboard to enable execution of the task.

Action bar: Contains the names of four actions needed to operate the Q-Flash" /Dual
BIOS utility. Pressing the buttons mentioned on your keyboards to perform these

actions.

Using the Q-Flash " utility:

This section tells you how to update BIOS using the Q-Flash™ utility. As described in
the “Before you begin” section above, you must prepare a floppy disk having the
BIOS file for your motherboard and insert it to your computer. If you have already put
the floppy disk into your system and have entered the Q-Flash " utility, please follow




the steps below to flash BIOS.

Steps:

1. Press arrow buttons on your keyboard to move the light bar to “Load Main BIOS

from Floppy” item in the Q-Flash” menu and press Enter button.

~~ If you want to save the current BIOS for backup purpose, you can begin Step
~—"
vore— 1 with “Save Main BIOS to Floppy” item.

:"1' I | “ I|
a1 395F6208

Dizsable
Hain Bins
Enable
Disable
Copy Hain ROH Data to Backup
Load Default Settings
Save Settings to CHODS
I
Load Main BIOS from Floppy
Load Backup sius trom Floppy
dave Main BIOS to Floppy
Jave Backup BIDS to Floppy

ESC:Reset  F10:Power Dff

Later, you will see a box pop up showing the BIOS files you previously downloaded
to the floppy disk.

2. Move to the BIOS file you want to flash and press Enter.
In this example, we only download one BIOS file to the floppy disk so only one
BIOS file, 7VRXP.F12, is listed.

& Please confirm again you have the correct BIOS file for your motherboard.



BIOS file in the floppy
disk.

[otal size:l. 3%9H

(-Flash Utilit

Load Main BIDS from Floppy
Load Backup BIDS from Floppy
Save Main BIOS to Floppy
Save Backup BIDS to Floppy

ESCReset [ 10:Power Off

After pressing Enter, you’ll then see the progress of reading the BIOS file from the
floppy disk.

Disahle
Main Bios

Reading BIOS file from [loppy...
B R R R e A Do not tlll'llillg off power

or reset your system at this
= stage!!
Load Main BIOS from Floppy .
Load Backup BIOS from Floppy
Save Main BIOS to Floppy
Save Backup BIOS to Floppy

Enter:Bun  Tl:Move E5C:Reset F10:Power Off

A Please do not take out the floppy disk when it begins flashing BIOS.

After BIOS file is read, you’ll see a confirmation dialog box asking you “Are you sure
to update BIOS?”



Disable
Hain Bios

CESUH = 9602
fire you sure to update DIOS 7

Load Main BIDS From Floppy
Load Backup BIOS from Floppy
Save Main BIOS to Floppy
Save Backup BIOS to Floppy

| Enter:Bun;  1i:Mowe ESC:Reset  F16:Power OFF

A

~—

NOTE“/ Y “E 2
ou can press “Enter” to

continue updating BIOS or
“ESC” to abort.

3. Press Y button on your keyboard after you are sure to update BIOS.
Then it will begin to update BIOS. The progress of updating BIOS will be

displayed.

Main Bios

Frogramming Now. . .

Load Main BIOS from Floppy
Load Backup BIOS from Floppy
Save Main BIDS to Floppy
save Backup BIUS to Floppy

Enter:RBun 1! :Mowe [5C Reset [10:Power Dff

The progress of updating BIOS

A Do not turning off power

or reset your system at this
stage to avoid damaging your
BIOS rom!!

& Please do not take out the floppy disk when it begins flashing BIOS.



4. Press any keys to return to the Q-Flash" menu when the BIOS updating procedure

is completed.

Disahle
Main Bios

't Copy BIOS completed - Pass 1!

Load Main BIOS from Floppy
Load Backup BIOS from Floppy
Save Main BIDS to Floppy
Save Backup BIOS to Floppy

Enter:Bun 11:Move [SC:Reset 110:Power Off

wie— You can repeat Step 1 to 4 to flash the backup BIOS, too.

5. Press Esc and then Y button to exit the Q-Flash' utility. The computer will restart

automatically after you exit Q-Flash' .



Dual BIODS Utilit

oot From ... N Ik Hrlil’l I:“U-.‘.'i
Main ROM Type .... aol J95FEZ0
Backup ROM Type .. 33T 39S5FeZ6

Disakle
Main Bios

fire you sure to RESET 7

Load Main BIOS from Floppy
Load Backup BIOS from Floppy
dave Main BIOS to Floppy
Save Backup BIOS to Floppy

Enter:Run.  tliMove [ESC:Reset F10:Power Dff

After system reboots, you may find the BIOS version on your boot screen becomes
the one you flashed.
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Auto-Detecting S LCATAF] CDEOR
Auto-Detecting 35 Slave. . .Not Detected
Pri Haster: ABF.A9H8 QUANTUH FIREBALL ST4.34
Ultra DHA Hode-2, S.H.A.R.T. Capable but Dizabled

after updating

(C) American Hegatrends Inc.,
bZ-ZBBZ-B81199-P8181111 -848281 -KTI33-GAVURXE1




6. Press Del to enter BIOS menu after system reboots. When you are in BIOS menu,
move to Load Fail-Safe Defaults item and press Enter to load BIOS Fail-Safe
Defaults. Normally the system redetects all devices after BIOS has been upgraded.
Therefore, we highly recommend reloading the BIOS defaults after BIOS has
been upgraded.

S

o’
WTE The following is an AMI BIOS menu screen. However, you can also find similar

option in AWARD BIOS menu.

ARLBIOS STAPLE SETUP UTILITY UERS ION 2.H8
(CIE2881 American Hegatrends, Inc. All Rights Reserved

STANDARD CHOS SETUP INTEGRATED PERIPHERALS

B10S FEATURES SETUP HARDWARE MOMITOR & HISC SE

CHIPSET FEATURES SETUP SUPERVISOR PASSWORD

POWER MANAGERENT SETUP USER FrassRORD

PHP-PC1 CONFIGURATION IDE HDD AUTO DETECTIOHN

@@l| 1onp FAIL-SAFE DEFAULTS SAUE & EXIT SETUP

LOAD OFTIRIZED DEFALLTS EXIT WITHOUT SAYING
Press Enter on ESC:Quit fles:Select Iten FS5:01d Values FG:Fail-Safe Values
your keyboard Fe:Optinized Ualues FB:Dual BIOSAQ-Flash F18:5ave & Exit

Load Fail-Safe Defaults



ARIBIOS SIMPLE SETUP UTILITY - VERSION 2.88
(C)2881 American Hegatrends, Inc. All Rights Reserved

sTANDARD CRIS SETUP INTEGRATED PERIFPHERALS
BIOS FEATURES SETUP HARDWARE MOMITOR & RISC SETUP

CHIFSET FEATURES SETUF SUPERUISOR PASSWORD

POWER HANAGEHENT i—l

PHP-PC1 COMFIGUR| Load Fail-Safe Defaults (¥-N) 7 Y |nD‘E1.';IInH

LOA® rAlL-SAFE I.'ll—

ETUF
LOoAD OPTIHIZED DEFAULTS | EXIT WITHOUT SAUVING
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kevb d ESC:Quit tiv+:Select Iten F5:01d Values Fb:Fail-Safe Ualues
Your keyboar F7:0ptinized Values FB:Dual BIOS/Q-Flash F1B:5ave & Exit
to load —_—
defaults. Load Fail-Safe Defaults
7. Select Save & Exit Setup item to save the settings to CMOS and exit the BIOS
menu. System will reboot after you exit the BIOS menu. The procedure is completed.
ARIBINS SIHPLE SETUP UTILITY - UERSION 2.88
(C)2081 Anerican Hegatrends, Inc., All Rights Resecved
STANDARD CROS SETUP INTEGRATED PERIPHERALS
BIOS FEATURES SETUP HARDUARE HONITOR & HISC SETUP
CHIPSET FEATURES SETUP SUPERUISOR PASSUWORD
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your keyboard =
to save and ESC:Quit Ties+:Select [ien F5:01d Values FG:Fail-Safe Ualues
F?:0Optinized Ualues FA:Dual BIOS-AQ-Flash Fi18:5ave & Exit
exit.

Save Data to CHOS & Exit SETUP




Part Two: Updating BIOS with Q-Flash™ on Single-BIOS
motherboards.

This part guides users of single-BIOS motherboards how to update BIOS using the
Q-Flash™ utility.

Entering the O-FlashTM utility:

Stepl: To use the Q-Flash utility, you must press Del in the boot screen to enter
BIOS menu.

CHOS Setup Utility - Copuright (C) -40H Hward Softuare

Standard CHOS Features Top Perfornance
Advanced BIOS Features Load Fail-Safe Defaults
Integrated Peripherals Load Optinized Defaults
Power Managenent Setup Set Supervisor Password
PoPsPC] Conf igurations aet User Passward

PC Health Status save & Exit Setup

Frequencys/Valtage Control Exit Hithout Saving

I
| Esc : Quit tl++: Select [tem
FB : O-Flash FIB : Save &k Exit Setup

line, Date, Hard Disk Type...

2. Press F8 on your keyboard and then Y button to enter the Q-Flash™ utility.



CHOS Setup Utility - Copuripht (C) 1984-2883 Auard Software

Standard CHOS Features Top Perfornance
Advanced BIOS Features Load Fail-5afe Defaults
Integrated Peripherals Load Optinized Defaults

Power Hanagene suord

PnP/PCI Config Enter O-Flash Utility (Y-HIT ¥
PC Health Stat

Frequency/Uoltage Control Exit Hithout Saving

Epr =+ Muid tl++: Select [ten
F@ : D-Flash F18 : Save & Exit Setup

Tine, Date, Hard Disk Tupe...

|, V. iy |

Exploring the O-Flashm utility screen

The Q-Flash™ BIOS utility screen consists of the following key components.

Q-Flash Utility v1.30 The Qflash utilit

title bar

Flash TypesSize ........ 55T 49LFBB2A 256K

Enable
Update BIOS fron Floppy
save BIOS to Floppy

Task menu for

the Qflash
utility Enter :Run 1! :Move ESC:Reset [ 14 :Power Off

Action bar

Task menu for the Q-Flash' " utility: Contains the names of three tasks. Blocking a



task and pressing Enter key on your keyboard to enable execution of the task.

Action bar: Contains the names of four actions needed to operate the Q-Flash " utility.

Pressing the buttons mentioned on your keyboard to perform these actions.

Using the Q-Flash " utility:
This section tells you how to update BIOS using the Q-Flash™ utility. As described in

the “Before you begin” section above, you must prepare a floppy disk having the

BIOS file for your motherboard and insert it to your computer. If you have already put
the floppy disk into your system and have enter the Q-Flash " utility, please follow the
steps below to flash BIOS.

Steps:
1. Press arrow buttons on your keyboard to move the light bar to “Load Main BIOS

from Floppy” item in the Q-Flash" menu and press Enter button.

%\ If you want to save the current BIOS for backup purpose, you can begin Step

~—
Néﬂr/ 1 with Save Main BIOS to Floppy item.

Q-Flash Utility v1.30

Flash TypesSize ........  SST 49LF062A 23

Enabie
Update BIOS fron Floppy
Save BiG3 iu Tioppy

Enter :Run 1! :Move ESC:Reset [ 14 :Power Off




Later, you will see a box showing the BIOS files you downloaded to the floppy disk.
In this example, we only download one BIOS for this board, 8GE800.F4 so only one
BIOS file is listed.

2. Highlight the BIOS file you want to flash and press Enter button on your
keyboard to enable reading from the BIOS file from the floppy.

& Please confirm again you have the correct BIOS file for your motherboard.

(-Flash Utility v1.30

Flash TypesSize ........ 551 49LF8B2A

Evable
Update BIOS from Floppy BIOS file in the

[+ i — ] ﬂOPPy'
FaCE8e8 . Fe 256K

B Total size:1.39M Free size:l.14M

(-Flash Utility v1.38

Flash Typessize SST 49LFaazA 296K YN ———

Reading BIOS file from floppy... power or reset your
a??tvF!Illl‘itttlIlllittillllllvit syStematthiSStage!!

Reset | Power Off

After BIOS file is read, you’ll see a confirmation dialog box asking you “Are you sure
to update BIOS?”



(-Flash Utility v1.30

Flash TypesSize ........ SST 49LFB82A
€§§>
CHECKSUM = ACB3 NOTE™ You can press
Are you sure to update BIOS 7 “Enter” to continue
updating BIOS or
“ESC” to abort.

Enter :Rum  1!:Move [%( :Reset [ |4 :Power Off

3. Press Y button if you make sure to update BIOS.
Then it will begin to update BIOS. The progress of updating will be shown at the
same time.

(-Flash Utility v1.38

Flash TypesSize 55T 49LFa@2A 256K
llndatinn RINS N & .
The progress of SHELERS R L L SR Do not turning off
. BRBRBRBBDDDRDBRDDDDRNBNN L
updating BIOS power or reset your

system at this stage!!

Enter :Rum 1! :Move I ‘Reset | Y Power Off

4. Press any keys to return to the Q-Flash" menu when the BIOS updating procedure

is completed.



Q-Flash Utility v1.38
Flash TypesSize SST 49LFa82A

't Copy BIOS completed - Pass !

Enter :Run || ‘Hove Reset |14 :Power Off

5. Press Esc and then Enter to exit the Q-Flash™ utility. System will restart.

0-Flash Utility v1.38
Flash TypesSize ........ SST 49LFBB2A

Are you sure to RESET 7

Enter :Rum 1! :Move [0 Reset |V Power Off

6. Press Del to enter BIOS menu after system reboots and load BIOS Fail-Safe
Defaults. See how to load BIOS Fail-Safe Defaults, please kindly refer to Step 6 to 7
in Part One.

Congratulation!! You have updated BIOS successfully!!



