TS REVIEW

Whereas

other Gigabyte
gaming notebooks
have been beasts, the
P35K is a different animal.
Like the panther of which it reminds,
it too is sleek and seductive.

our path, so too is the P35K a beautiful machine. This note-
book is a solid slab of black from top to bottom, with the
exception of a solitary silver power button above the keyboard.

| ike most of the other Gigabyte notebooks that have crossed

However, one similarity that is apparent and welcome, is the same
superb build quality that we have become accustomed to from
Gigabyte of late. Neither the base nor the screen offered any flex
or creaking, while the hinges held the 15.6" screen firmly in place.
Like its smaller brother, the P34, this notebook is also part of Giga-
byte's ultrablade gaming notebook range, which means that it is
both thinner (21 mm) and lighter (2.1 kg) than some other gaming
notebooks out there.

No holds barred

That being said, the P35K has certainly not been a victim of compro-
mise, starting with the beautiful, luscious matte screen, which boasts
full HD (1920x1080) and deep, rich colours as well as terrific viewing
angles. The sound on offer is also amongst the best we have heard
on a notebook to date - clear, loud (although it seemed to favour
treble rather than bass) and without distortion at the top end. For
games and movies this combination of a great screen and terrific
sound is a boon.

Moving on though, the P35K also boasts impressive specs as
well. Beating beneath the machine’s exterior is a 4th gen Core i7
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Intel Core i7 @ 2.4 GHz 16 GB

| Screen size and resolution

processor (4700HQ) clocked at 2.4 GHz, and accompanied by an
extremely healthy serving of 16 GB of DDR3 memory. This translates
into fantastic performance across the board, whether gaming or
doing other productivity-related tasks.

Much like what we loved about the P25, the notebook similarly
boasts the best of both worlds on two fronts. An Nvidia Geforce 765
M (with an equally healthy dollop of 2 GB of memory) graphics card
is onboard for when you are gaming, while users can switch over to
the Intel HD Graphics 4600 when they want to save power. Storage
meanwhile, is catered to via another combination we appreciate — a
128 GB SSD for fast boot ups and a 1 TB hard drive for everything
else. Furthermore, those craving more space can swop out the opti-
cal drive for an additional hard drive.

Achilles heel

The backlit chiclet keyboard, which includes a full numpad, is
rather nice, except for the fact that key-presses are considerably
shallower than what we prefer. However, our real problem came
from the trackpad, which though highly responsive, is set so level
with the palmrest that it is difficult to ascertain by touch alone when
your finger actually remains on the pad or ventures off course. Ad-
ditionally, while the P35K is as quiet as a cat under general tasks,
its fans all but roared when under load. Two USB 3.0, two USB 2.0,
an HDMI port and an SD card reader round it off,

All issues aside, the P35K is still a lustworthy machine, particularly

for those seeking above average gaming and general performance
in a sleek package. It has a RRP of R17 400. [RN] s

Graphics Card | Storage
1920x 1080 Nvidia Geforce 765M with 2 GB RAM 128 GB SSD + 1 TB SATA

TechSmart



