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Gigabyte P57/

It's what's on the inside that counts.

hough it might not

always be obvious,

there’'sadistinct

difference between
subtletyand flat out
boringness, and if we were
tobe frank about the
exterior design of
Gigabyte's gargantuan new
17-inch P57 gaming laptop,
it definitely sitsin the
‘drab’ camp.

True, it has speed stripes
but not only are theylimited
toamillimetre-thin strip on
the edges, theyrealsoa
burnt-orange colour that is
so faded it actually looks
brown. As youwould expect
froma gaming laptop, the
WSAD keys are highlighted
in the keyboard layout, but
instead of using a blood red
backlight or palpably
different key materials to
illuminate this gaming focal
point, there'sjust adrab set
of uniform white squares
around them — distinct
enough to be discernable,
but about as enticingasa
touch typing lesson.

Despite the P57 havinga

full keyboard with a number
pad, it's slotted right up next
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to theregular keyboard,
making the Enter,
Backspace and directional
arrow keys alittle harder to

i find than were used to. That
. said, the backlit, anti-
ghosting, chicklet keysand

the smooth trackpad feel
greatand are easy to use.

If youstripit back to
hardware and performance,
though, the P57 is very
competitively priced, with a
specsheet that cantake on

i higher-priced systems, such
{ as MSI's 14-inch GS40 (see

APC 425, page 49).In fact,
the P57's Intel Core i7-
6700HQ CPU, 16GB of
DDR4-RAM and Nvidia
GeForce GTX 970M GPU are
the same core components
that make up that GS40.

¢ Using thisalmost identical
¢ array of hardware, the P57

reliably outperformed the
GS40byasmall marginin
general work and home
tasks, and even achieved
fractionally better gaming
performance on most of the
titles we tested — something

i we'd put down to having a bit

more space for integrated
cooling.
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There are a few glaring
differences between these
two gaming laptops, though.
Firstly and most obviously,

i theP57 hasthat 17-inch
¢ display, notably bigger than
. the GS40's 14-inch screen.

And though both these
laptops have 1TB hard
drives and additional solid
state drives for faster
critical storage, the P57 has
a 256GB SSD, double the
GS40's 128GB SSD capacity.

i While MSIchose togo fora
¢ bolder design with its

impressively thin G540
chassis, Gigabyte has opted
for abland but sturdy black
case in the P57. That's much
less tantalising to write
about, but the P57 allows
the fanstobeintegratedina

¢ way that provides better
: cooling, while also making

around half the noise. It'll
probablylast alot longer
than the more scantily-clad
GS40, too.

Batterylifeis good here,
netting close to three hours
in our notoriously hard
battery test, meaning you

should get close to a working
i day'slifespan with more ‘

eneral performance

Battery life

Verdict
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sedate use. There'salsoan
optical drive that canbe
swapped for an additional
hard drive bay, HDMI 2.0,

: USB3.0and3.1,anSDcard
i slot, Gigabit Ethernet, a
¢ mini-DisplayPort socket and

VGA output connections.
Since the P57 not only has
abigger screen, a larger SSD,
hasbetter performance and
is 5200 cheaper than the
GS40, it's hard not to get
worked up about how good

¢ thisisforanentry-level
¢ gaming laptop. Its superior

performance doesn't change
the fact thatitlookslike the
side of a bus, but it does
make you feel a bit shallow
for caring about that.

M Joel Burgess

Features 1. 0.0, 8.1
Performance % k%
Value 2.0.0.0.0 ¢

This ugly duckling glides when it
comes to gaming performance — just
keep your eyes on the screen.
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