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Gaming performance
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Gigabyte takes another stab at building a searrsane 120 [
r VENOM BLACKBOOK 211
compact laptop that's also a powerhouse. Sl -
igabyte'sbuiltupa . that'sastep above last years * aslimbody is fan noise. - GPU throttling. Thankfully,
reputationoverthe | (withkeysthatareraised . Unlike bigger laptops, which | the GPUispowerfulenough
last couple of years : higherandabit more . canuse more metal . thatit canafford tothrow
for pushing the \ resistant)plusfourUSB3.0 | heatpipesandgrillstohelp | thatperformance away

boundaries of laptop
design, squeezing high-end
componentsintoaslimand
(comparatively) light
chassis. The P34W v3 is the
successor tolast year's
P34Wv2, and like the latter
it offers sedate, workplace-
friendlylooks in a slightly
unconventional 14-inch
size. Packing a 1080p

i7-4720HQ processor, 16GB
of RAM, Nvidia GeForce
GTX 970M graphics chip
and combo storage of 128GB
SSDand 2TB hard drive.
(Locally, paying an extra
$100 willnet you a 256GB
55D — something we'd
definitely recommend.)
Andin terms of physical
design, thisisa classyjob
—withasmoothand curvy
aluminium-and-plastic
chassis (keyboard deck and
lidare aluminium, while the
screensurround and
underside are plastic), a
backlit chiclet keyboard

. ports, HDMI out, Gigabit

i Ethernet and more. Thev3is
. alittle heavier to pick up

. thanitlooks, but still

i portable at 1.82kg. Taking

¢ therather mammoth

¢ charger along too, however,

¢ willadd another 650g.

Youmight not need the

that charger though, the
. batterylife wasbetter than
display with a near-top Core '

we expected from amachine

. withthese specs. Whileit's
. stillalowish 2:33hr when :
i pushed, withless-demanding !
i workloads that canstretch

: anextra 2 hours, giving you
¢ halfaday's work.

When stressed though,

¢ despite its small size the

¢ P34Wv3 candeliver a heap
. of power for basically any

¢ task —be that re-encoding
. videos, playing the latest

. AAAgames, or chatting via
. videoacross the web.

Aswe saw with the Aorus

i X7 Prolast month, the other
© caveat for sandwiching such |
¢ powerfulhardware intosuch

i spread out and dissipate

. heat, the only option fora

¢ thinmachine like thisisto
. ramp up the exhaust fans.

While sitting idle and

¢ doing light desktop wark,

. thoseinternal fansare

¢ usually quite discrete. But

. fireupademanding recent-

. release game and that GPU

i canwarmup toabalmy 87°C
: —andin compensation, the

¢ fanswillkick up toavery

¢ high speed. While thisisn't

quite the hair-dryer that the

i SLI-equipped Aorus X7 Pro

; was, it doesstill get loud. You
: —and everyone within five

¢ orsix metres —willknow

. when the graphics chipis

. being stressed.

That heatissue alsohas

¢ animpact on performance.
¢ Compare the frame rates

i here to the Venom

¢ BlackBook 15 we reviewed
¢ last month (which also uses
. aGTX 970M)and you'll see

. adrop, oftenby over 15%,

that's caused by heat-based

¢ and still produce smooth

: framerates.

i Overall then, while the

i P34Wv3doesabetter job of
. squeezing high-end parts

¢ intoasmall chassisthan

. many others, it's important

. torealise therearestill

© drawbacks tothisapproach.
i We're not quite at the point

i where you can have your

. cake, sotospeak —butwe

i areinchingcloser. We're

i looking forward toseeing

| nextyear’sv4, butinthe

¢ meantime, the v3 gets the job
¢ done. M Dan Gardiner

Verdict

.~ Features ek
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i High gaming temps and a large charger
¢ mean this one's not perfect, but it's still
i acompellingly fast and compact laptop.

Kkkk

www.apcmag.com 29




